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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is the analyze of strategic planning approach for sustainable
tourism development in the LUT Desert World Heritage. The LUT Desert is the first natural
phenomenon of Iran inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List, that has a various of
potentials for tourism development. This research is the fundamentally type and in line with its
purpose, it has used analytical-descriptive methods. Tourism should be integrated with policies
for development with nature and landscape protection, in a way which contributes, through
revenue generation, to the protection and improvement of the very environment which attracts
visitors. A strategy for sustainable tourism development is the use of assets through long-term
planning and development to ensure success. Strategic planning considers all of the tourism
resources, organisations, markets, and programmes within a destination. Strategic planning also
considers economic, environmental, social, and institutional aspects of tourism development. Put
simply, it is a process by which we look into the future, paint a picture of that future based on
current trends and of objectives that we set for ourselves. The proposed process of Strategic
Planning for Sustainable Tourism Development in the LUT Desert World Heritage Site include
11 stages. Therefore, a strategic planning approach is essential for sustainable tourism.

Keywords: LUT Desert, Geotourism, Sustainable Tourism, Strategic Planning.
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